THE TEEN
PROJECT

Every night, tens of thousands of teens
can’t curl up in warm beds. Instead, they
curl up on cold sidewalks, dark alleys and
in the cabins of junked cars. These children
didn’t choose to be homeless. They’ve been
made homeless. Cast onto the streets not
by negligent parents, but by a few senseless California laws. The Teen Project picks
up where the law falls short. Our mission is
simple:
To give every child an equal chance at life.

HOW ARE OUR
KIDS DOING?

• In California, an estimated 20,000 to 25,000 youth are
homeless and living on the streets, and more than 1 in 5
youth that arrive at shelters came directly from foster care.
(California Adolescent Health Collaborative)
• More than 1 in 4 youth that arrive at shelters had been
in foster care in the previous year.
(National Association of Social Workers)
• Studies across the nation indicate that up to 50%
of former foster care/probation youth become
homeless within 18 months of leaving the system.
(California Department of Social Services)
• 25% of those in California prisons were once in foster care.
(Administration of Children and Family Services,
Dept. of Health and Human Services)
ACCORDING TO THE CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE’S STUDIES OF
CALIFORNIA’S FORMER FOSTER YOUTH:
• 65% are emancipated from foster homes without another
place to live.
• Less than 3% ever go to college.
• 51% are unemployed at the time of emancipation.
• Emancipated females are 4 times more likely to receive
public assistance than the general population.
• In any given year, foster children comprise less than
0.3% of the state’s population, and yet 40% of persons
living in homeless shelters are former foster youth.
THEIR FUTURE:
• 70% of 17-year-olds in foster care express a desire to
go to college.
• 54% will finish high school.
• 2% will earn a college degree.
THE STATE OF HOUSING NOW:
• In California there are only enough transitional housing
programs to serve 1 in 6 youth exiting the system
• Program requirements make it difficult for homeless youth to
qualify (working or in school).
• There is no requirement for sobriety.
• Children of addicted parents are the highest risk group of
children to become alcohol and drug abusers due to both
genetic and family environment factors.
• In Los Angeles in 2011 3,959 youth were living on the street,
3,953 are between the ages of 18-24.

ABOUT THE
TEAM
We are a volunteer centric grass roots organization that believes in partnering
with local agencies that are already doing good work. By working together
we can reduce administration costs and increase services to our kids.
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS INCLUDE:
Lauri Burns, our Founder & Executive Director, Paul Blavin Executive

Board, Dennis Wootan, Chairman of the Executive Board, Morgan
Lamothe Executive Board.

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS:
Our advisory board consists of subject matter experts and prior foster youth.
MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Lauri Burns - Executive Director, Sandra Estrada - Program Director,
Lindsey Robin - Clinical Director & Jessica Feather - Operations Manager
PROGRAM SPONSORS:
CASA - Court Appointed Special Advocates for Foster Youth, Cynthia Vincent &
One Kings Lane, DiCecco Architecture, Dove Canyon Golf Association, GVS
Properties, Hotel Erwin, Lake Forest Women's Club, Lambert Investments, Teens
for The Teen Project, Maroon 5, Postobello, Pardee Properties.

The Teen Project was created
by Lauri Burns in response to
her overwhelming feeling that
no matter how many teens
she fostered, it was never
enough. Lauri’s dream has always been to give every teen a
home and a family. Her vision
is very clear: that “system”
teens will be provided with all
of the resources and amenities that “normal” kids have.
Lauri also knows the foster system first-hand. A former dependent of the court and a survivor of years on the streets
as a youth, Lauri lived in 23 different places (not including
motels) after leaving the system in just five years. Despite
numerous traumas, Lauri found the strength to turn her
life around, and has now fostered over 30 teens. She’s
also a successful businesswoman and serves on the
Foster Advisory Board. She has assembled a team of
professionals and community members committed to
helping her tackle this cause.
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They may be living on the streets, but they’re still just kids.
Kids who are resilient, adaptable and with a little help,
WE’RE NOT JUST TALKING ABOUT HELPING KIDS,
able to overcome adversity and turn their lives around.

WE’RE REALLY DOING IT.

In Venice Beach, Los Angeles’
most visited tourist destination,
• Get them off the streets and into safe housing
hundreds of kids between 16 and
• Support their sobriety
24 are living, sleeping and eating
• Help them develop employment skills on the streets.
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Chelsea dreamt of being a Fashion Designer. When the police
removed her from her family’s home, she made sure to bring
the little torn newspaper article about a designer at the
Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising. She had been
carrying
article will
since
she was
eleven, but she also knew
The
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change
this.
that day, her dreams were over. “When they removed me
from my father’s home, I knew my dreams were over. I was
alone.”

Chelsea dreamt of being a Fashion Designer.
When the police removed her from her
family’s home, she made sure to bring the
small, torn-out newspaper article about a
designer at the Fashion Institute of Design &
Merchandising. She had been carrying the
article since she was eleven, but she thought
that day that her future was hopeless. “When
they removed me from my father’s home, I
knew my dreams were over. I was alone.”
Today Chelsea tells a different story. (left) She
graduated from her dream college and is
now successfully living on her own. Chelsea
recently took a position at BCBG as a Lead
Designer.

Janelle and her little sister were homeless
when they contacted The Teen Project.
Janelle was hit by a drunk driver after being
left unattended at the age of 6. That was
when she and her sister entered foster care.
Janelle says the emergency room doctors
loved her back to health. She dreamt of
being a doctor to repay them and also to
be there for other kids. Janelle obtained her
EMT certification while living in our college
home. She was recently accepted at a
university where she will continue to pursue
her medical degree.

In the United States there are
estimates that approximately
3.5 million are homeless and
living on the streets. 1.35
million of them are young
adults.
In Los Angeles:

3519 are 18 to 24 years old
369 12 to 17 years old
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The Problem – No way out
Homelessness affects teens in many
different ways. Fifty percent of homeless
teens, age 16 and older, drop out of
school. Many resort to using drugs which
can lead to addiction as a means of
coping.

Many homeless youth leave home after
years of physical or sexual abuse,
strained relationships or incarceration of
a parent.
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THE 5 COMPONENTS OF
THE TEEN PROJECT
The transition from adolescence to adulthood is a difficult transition, even with an intact family structure. Recent studies have shown that the average young person must
rely on parental support during this transitional period, and do not actually become
self-sufficient until age 26. By contrast, youth exiting the foster care systems do not
have this option; they are cut off from their sole support system at age 18. Where
most teens are entering this time of their life with a sense of awe and opportunity, foster kids are left in a state of desperation. Without a home to return to, they often sleep
on couches, in cars or turn themselves in to local homeless shelters.
ORANGE COUNTY COLLEGE HOUSING
Free room and board, plus full college support. Designed with a real home in mind, our
college housing is a product of our belief that where you live and how you live speaks
directly to how you feel about yourself.
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FREEHAB
A 100 bed free drug & alcohol rehabilitation & job training center for homeless youth. Freehab
is a life transformation center Sobriety, job training, internships and a life sustaining career.
THE VENICE PAD (PROTECTION & DIRECTION) DROP-IN CENTER
The main goal of the PAD is to get our kids to safe housing and back to a stable
supportive life with renewed goals and dreams. The PAD (Protection and Direction)
Drop in center in Venice is the “hub” to the 18,000 housing resources we refer to all
over the United States. Each youth is individually assessed by our staff and
arrangements are made to get them back on track.
NATIONAL TEXT-FOR-SHELTER SERVICE & ONLINE SHELTER PORTAL
Youth can text SHELTER and their ZIP code (SHELTER 90210) to the phone number
99000 from anywhere in the nation and receive a response with a local shelter
HOUSING FIRST WRAP AROUND SERVICES
We locate safe relatives for homeless youth who have lost communication with their families
and provide transportation and wrap around services to ensure long terrm support.

• Foster children comprise less than 0.3% of the
state’s population and 40% of people living in
shelters
• 50% will develop mental illness as a result of
homelessness (severe anxiety, depression, ptsd)
• Suicide is the leading cause of death among street
kids
• More than one-third of homeless youth report
engaging in "survival sex" for food, shelter, or
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Freehab Facility:
We believe that where and how
people live directly impacts how they
see themselves.

The Freehab facility was donated by
individuals, corporations and
foundations who care.
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The Teen Project
Design Project
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HOW YOU CAN
HELP
DONATIONS
The Teen Project is focused on getting kids into homes
and the vast majority of our budget goes to just that.
We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and anyone making
donations will be provided with a tax deduction receipt. Our website
can provide an electronic receipt for donations with PayPal. We also
accept donations via mail at:

THE TEEN PROJECT, Inc.
22431 B-160 Antonio Parkway, Suite 527
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
EIN # 30-0421837
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
THE TEEN PROJECT, INC.
PROVIDE ONGOING SUPPORT
Set up a monthly recurring donation by visiting
theteenproject.com/donate.asp
Or you can contact us directly at (888) 4 TEEN HOME

Our mission is to provide teens aging out of the foster care system
with all of the resources and support of an intact family, to allow
the greatest opportunity for a successful transition to adulthood.

The Teen Project, Inc. 22431 B160 Antonio Parkway, Suite 527, RSM, CA 92688 • 949.283.1260 • www.theteenproject.com

